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ABSTRACT 

Detailed, illustrated instructions are given for 
construction and decoration of an indoor foreign language kiosk to 
promote interest in foreign languages among students and teachers. 
The kiosk can be constructed in a home shop or possibly by a college 
theater department, high school woodworking department, or 
institutional physical plant. Once constructed, the kiosk can bfe 
painted and posted with materials such as travel posters, magazine 
advertising, and other foreign language-related materials, with 
attention given to highlighting the foreign language and cultural 
aspects and to the stimulation provided by graphics and layout. It is 
recommended that the kiosk be designated only for foreign languages 
and be placed in a position of high visibility, in a busy hallway or 
large entryway, and carried to other locations as needed, (MSE) 
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CZj IntrcK.'luction r,i ^.:^^•AM>^.f, ..,:hiC) 

UJ 

r o r • ? i g n 1 n g' u ag i.: ^: ' ) a < : i • > r : ^ a v 1 on g r ' cog r i i z lh i t h o i inr.x,) r t a r ic< r .) { 
: ^■it:-.'r"::t: ing vi-suals. Trav;T : .v-:tor:-^ fr<jm tivj various targot language.' 
f.-'oant r L* .t: liave adorned foL 'jicri languagM' clas:":rcx.),r;:'. for aa long as most ol us 
<:yi \ r ^ 'i no: n r /.: t . I ; . j r ' j s- : x"):s t ■ ^ f c m v u r i r: j s g c j v^^ r nnc n !:. t ou r i s t bu r ^ a a a r ( .* a 1 1 
r i(j:it js Tar as. ths-y (jo, l/a*: tliuir primary puri^r:^,- is to nnov,ivatG the viewer 
' t o \' i s, i t t ': i cou Si t. r y , a r v ] to do j f )n 1 1 > ? 1 ;a : s i s od' [ ) r c cc )ncc- i ve d , e v ^ - n 
S;ter- s )t.g, [>^jd exp^x:t:at ions- , not le/.irn tiuj languagfj. Pr;sters of I/nre 
C's.aroaux/ castle-s, in S:")ain, f."^r on ion-strH--.;led Bavarian cliurches seldonn, liavr- 
any lYenclw Spanish., or '^lerrnan on them, are uninnovative in their visual 
luycjut, anrl soiinet imes-: projf'.'Ct an image e^^f what in German v^ould Ix? call^'r] 
museal (adjective f;f m.useum) , or liaving all the liveliness of a [)laster bust 
ni' Grx^the. 

Morii u[>-tr>-dato and visually exciting are autlientic full-color- ads v;ith 

^ a fe-w W'-jrris of t','Xt in the target language. One of the most innovative and 

K) ... 

eye-catching ways ot; rlist^laying a collage of such material is on a kiosk, 

O SorTK.^ German teaciiers of Lide's acquaintance have IjQcn able to wheedle 

-J 

f I -X)St(.'rs out of the German outdoor advertising agencies responsif>le for 

|X)s>ting mate^rials on kiosks. Such [xysters dfigi ' ly ![ieant for kiosks are 
id'-.'al, ^'Ut in the absence of them you can collect suitable ^"ull- or l^ulde- 
[:)age color spreads from slick-paper magazines and post them instead. Placed 
in a spot with lieavy student traffic, such material has the potential for 
presenting foreign languages in a favorable contemporary light, for piquing 
the curiosities of students and colleagues to figure out what the texts of 
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ad:: iv.*:jtr. v;it::;in t:io vi^Lial contoxts crontod tlMur ::f.-r.\^'^r\: iv^ ■ ■ ;r"..;;^^; :< : 
1 jyvj.jt.:). In ::hor:t; excitincj visuals offoctivoly ■Ir^i^lay^'d nn a ki<;:-.r; jr-.' an 
•-•xce 1 It'-nt vT^hicle for i;na(jO buildiny an(l for onlwMcinq nuljlir av/rir* -n' of 
a r • i ' J n 1. a n < ; a a y' ^ - s . 

'LVio major ob.staclf} liof; in acquirincj a auitabb- ki^'jr.k. ''V:):;L for^.a^jn 
lan^juacj'^ t^^^achtnai would [probably b.)va to liav^.' such a structural but, l^ana 
acadcir.ics/ luck tho skills to design and build on^-. Nor could 'wc^ riivi any 
r^'f'-rcncos to foreign language kiosks in the profess ic^nal literature. V.u:- 
kios.r; depicted on Figure 1 was designed by Kprl Ruling, a technical thoate^r 
S[x_M-:ialist , and built in the theater shop of Michigan TVjich.nolcKjiral 
'Jniversity. The kiosk cin b»e built for lx?tween $50 and $75, de^x^nding on 
the cost of materials used, which can vary widely among Irxral it ies. btsing 
these plans, it can built by any reasonably fiandy }x.^rson in a hc^me 
workshop. Tlie minimal r\eeds in terms of equipment and tools are a wc^rktench 
or the makeshift equivalent with sawhorses, a saber saw, a circular sav;, an 
electric drill, and an assortmtent of clamps. A table saw or radial arms saw 
would, howr^ver, be helpful. The kiosk can, also be built in a high school 
wocxlworking shop, or in a theater or physical-plant shop of a college or 
university campus. 

The kiosk is designed for indoor use. It is -constructed in two 
ve'rtical lialf sections that can be disassembled for easy p(jrtability, and 
for fitting through doors. For visual effect, it has three horizontal 
sf;ctions: a large midsection for the posted material, a narrower base, and 
A ca[) that overhangs the midsection. It can be used effectively in 
. l..,.:..r(x>ms, liallways, or large entryways, and it can carried into 
ballrixxn:: or other public rooms where foreign language festivals are held. 

If the^ following instructions seem long and complex, remember that all 
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th» ' i n:;~ ruct ion^:; are wr i t t.^jn for an aud ienco wit!] 



little ^'z 



:<:>-jr i'.'ncf; v;it:i t'u:: tyr^j [■>rojcot :\n<] arc t:i*..'r L^f ore- inof" ^'ic.'t^j i 1 vfi 



thjn would otherwise 



arv. 



Construction 



Mator ial3 * For the facin'-j, two 4x8' shoots of ono of the fr)llowin'j: 
Upson mard (Upsonite) , 1/8" lauan plywcxxl (the material used to cover 
hollow doors) , 1/8" regular (unteinrxjred) hardtoard (Masonite) • F(^r tlie 
frajnework, two 4x8 sheets of C-D grade 3/4" plywood or an equivalent amount 
of scrap. (Three-quarter ply is needed for an edge wide enough to glue anrl 
to naii the facing onto.) eight lx3s, 8' long, wilh no large, structurally 
weakening knots across the width of the hoards (banana knots) . Enough Ix 
lunter to cut two pieces eacfi, 25" long and 2" wide, and 38" long and 4 1/2" 
wide. Other materials: white glue, 6d cement-coat box nails for the frame, 
28 No. 10 2" wood screws, and four 3/3" carriage bolts 1/3" long, with 
wasiK^rs and wing n'^ts. 

Cutting and sweeps : The 3/4" plywood is used for the "sweeps," the 
twelve semicircular horizontal pieces of the frame around which the facing 
is l'>ent. Start with the smallest sweeps for the base. Draw a line 1" fr™ 
the edge of the sheet of plywood and parallel to it. Using trainmel .[>Dints 
(a large woodworker's compass), draw a semicircle 12 1/2" in radius, placing 



the [)ivot point on the line 1" from the edge of the sh.-et. Do not omit the 
step cjf marking the line and anchoring the pivot point on it. You Wxll not 
l>e able to mark and cut two semicircles that will fit together accurately if 
you attempt to hold the pivot a<5ainst the edge of the panel, or to anchor it 
only slightly away from the edge. A satisfactory compass can be improvised 
by driving a small nail thrpugh a 1/2" strip of scrap lumber and clamping a 
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f'.-it caL-[>f?n*:er ' 0 jx'ncil to tho scribing end with .1 ::?va"lI C-cla.mp. A co.Tip.ii:;:; 
ritjcjed \::)\\\ a nail, a i)ioc(-^ of strincj, anu a [X.mcil i.'^ not accuratr? onoufjh. 
r:oxt, nark a numicirclo with a 9" ra<iiu.s within the- largcjr soiracir^rlr-, rut 
the outside circle and then accLiiatoly trim r)fr the I" Crom tiio flat side 
(done most t-asily with a.tabb,' saw). Tlien clamp the sweep to a work surface 
and cut out the inner semicircle. T'liis inner cutout, which has the same 
radius for all three sizes of sweep, has three^ functions: (1) it lightens: 
th;.' construction; '?.) it [■)rovid'':^s th^:^ referenc^^ for lining up the base, the 
ca:^, and tlie center sf,'Ction (^f each half tuixj of th(^ assembled kicxsk; (3) it 
provides for access to the interior of th(.' kiosk sc^ that the two lialves can ■ 
to assembled and disassembled. 

llic m^.rking and cutting prrx:^-v:s can now \)Q re*[x?atcd for tlie "thr^f.^ 
remaining swe<j[)s of the same si^^', f^r the .^'.ub^sequent sv;eeps can trace\d 
fr(jTn the pattern of the first. If yoLi decidfj to trac:e, use the same, sw^^ep 
for tracing all three times, line up the l)as.e of the [)attern sweep flush 
with the ecige of the panel, trace^ the mark as closely as [XDSsiblc.^ to tho 
pattern, and make surf? that the kerf of the satx?r saw takes out the marked 
lines. ChecK for fit.. It you trace, it will more convenient to cut out 
the inner semicircle first. Repeat the process, cutting four sweeps with a 
15" outer radius for the center section and four with a radius of 19" for 
the cap. 

Framing the base and'cap . (See Figures 2 and 3.) Cut the lx3s to 74 
j/2". From the trimmed ends, cut four pieces 2" long as spacers for the 
base and four pieces 4 1/2" long for the cap. On the outside edge of all 
four sv;eeix: for the base, mar!; two equidistant plnnts, dividing the 
circumference of each semicircle into thirds. Cut two pieces of Ix lumber 
2" wide and 25" long as backing boards. Line the backing boards up flush 
with each other, clamp, and drill two mating holes approximately S" on 




Fiquro 2. 
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oitli'i!: if.it; t!;''/ cont^jr fcjr Lli'; roLt:;: tj^it will ::i:iL«' t.;:^: rv/; tul/;::. i^^;It 
c(>j*jth»»r .iHi] ch(;ck for .iiccaracy and fit. -Jniolt. 'Jail one r>;ee;j fla^ih with 
t!^e top eclge of oru.' i)\ tho l.^ioKing loarHr:. Nai.1 t^'o r^pacors at tiio 
C'j'jidi^.tant [xuntr: :r,arkc'il flar/;) with rjrio outaid*;* o-( a^-. Coirajl^'te the fraiTK' 
hy attaci"!in'j th-'^ othior r^wa-op on th-? otia.:'r rurit; of tfia' r;ackincj fxaarri and 
rpacera. ^I^o pr(X:e!-:a is ro;>?ated for tho cap, f.ut with 4 1/2" Ixl a;facora 
and withi luickincj L<)ard.s 4 l/'2" wirjo and 38" l<:»ng. (Note: Wivan con.struotin^ 
tho !hrair:<^.: for thf- ca[), laako r;ure that tho hx'?tt^-r side of the plywocxj is 
f join'j outward; part o^^ tho lowor awo^v) on tho cap will bo visiblo on tho 
f iniahod kiosk. ) 

Framing the center section . Mark two equidistant |X)ints along the 
outside edge of each of tho four s'.;oeps for tho center section. S»'t ono' 
sweep straight side dcjwn flush with two edges of the work surface and lay 
two lx3s flat on the surface flush with the edge of the sweep. Attach each 
of these lx3s to the sweep with two 2" No.^lCI wood screws, countersunk. (VJe 
recommer-d sct^a^s rather than nails hxecause these joints will be subjected to 
considerable twisting stress when the ""acing material is tent arourd tho 
frame.) Rep^?at with the other sweep at the other end of the lx3s. Using 6d 
box nails, attach a 1x3 at each of the equidistant [x^ints flush with the 
outside edge of the sweep. You will n(jw have half of a tubular frame to 
bend the facing material over* Repeat for the second frame. 

Covering the base and cap . V/ith a st^'aight-odged tx)ard as a guid^^^ use 
a circular saw to cut the 4x8 sheets of facing mat:erial to 76". From th.'-^ 
matorial triiiimed off, cut two strips 3 1/2" wide as facing for tlie base; 
^jv)st ^":o)nvo^n i'^nt ^.f) drj with a ^al)]^ saw), ("'r^v^^r ''\:ir!i half framo of t^^-* 
base, starting at one .side of the seinicircle, a[)plying white glue, fastening 
with 3d nails at approximately 4" intervals, and bending, nailing, and 
gluing around the entire semicircle. After the glue dries, use a sater- (^r 
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^■\'-]y':it wit!, thu cj'iiv^r 'inici rc]o. Ch^'*cr: for accuracy ^n-l fit, ra^::'ir-icj o'' 
J I L '-xc'-'^:: f acin^;. 

'"tv farriruj I'or t:M; cuj.- .-i jli(j:;t oro:")loni r:>ccauso a ::invju> strip •^j" 

.vi/lf' c:ut : roip trio 4* ta^V' of 4x8 p3n^•l (i.e., from the material ^jft ove;r 
.vh'-n ti'it'' :;anL'l:: w^.-rv ti:imm<:(l tn 76") will not U-j loncj enough to cover ^jac-i 
::alf frame, which ir.easureo approximately 5* in circumference. rnere are two; 
.:ol'.it ion::. "^\(^ ;:irn}^le.st i:: to buy an adciitional panel and cat two 6" rstrio.s 
w!':" t:r' l'';n'j ::i'']e, or to :.uy a scrap panel big enough to cut two piece^s 
frar., wi^V.^ and at ]ea::t 5* long. If you want to make do witii two panel:;^ 
o!' facing, cat three 6" ::trips from the am.ount triinm.ed off one of the ";)an'.M :: 
wh<?n tfiey were* cut to 76" and one :3tri[) fram thiat trimmed off the? othe-r. 
Tiv.-n -:tart at one of the equidistant spacers of the cap fram:e and wor'"; 
tfjward eacij edge A^ith a separate piece, trimming off the excess. '?fvj rj.-srA 
at tile spacer can bc^ at least [)artially concc^aled with] painter caulk or 
wrjcx: putty before th.e cap is painted. IJitl^ either m.ethod, check for fit and 
make neater by ras^nng off the top and bc^ttom edges at a slight Ui^vel. 

Coverin g the center section . Tempx^rar ily fasten one of the center- 
section frames flat side down on the work surface with the top and one side 
almost flush with the edge. Apply white glue lilx^rally to one corner of the 
frame and dcjwn the adjoining 1x3. Place a cf:irner of the panel cut at r.h(^ 
factory ah this corner of th(; frame anrl start gluing, f)e^nding, and. nailing 
(ca. 4" inte^rvals) , vA)rking down ojy^ 1x3 and then across the curve of tiv.^ 
^:v;o s'we-'.'p::. T^v? g'luf.^ ir: to kce^p tlie tensir^n exerteri on the^ facing from 
W' J r k i ng ou t tin.' nails 1 a t e r . As y< jU In^ n< i , g 1 ue , a nc ] nail, }x )u nd with .j 
hamJTKjr and tug to make sure the facing remains flush with the sweep. Any 
slight overage can fx} rasp>^jd cM'f later. Do not attempt ti) nail chr? facing 
to the 1x3s tliat rUvide .,ie half tube intc; thirds; th(} tension r^n the> facing 
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:v-Ji:: v.;.': < k;: • ''n i, H'.'V incro.::if>vd tension muot d'^alt with. :>3t tnr- 

::'-';ti:jn t";-- rudnil*;!; -.^nl an^l u:/.^ all avjilaMo bar clam;)S, C-claiup::, ■v.■ 
■ : : a::;: , ..r aV'I. (;]an»:.-f: to : tlie racing a-jainr:t tho oil^jo of the f'^x}.::t- 
^'^■rn T.-: of ^.a^ ::v;o^^:"':: anr] t:;a^: of tno opr^asito 1x3. Nail totweon tl~K? 

i,:'.v;i:vj tii'.'::^ a.: n'^ooa::ary ar: you do ::o. Roinovn tho clainpr: whon t;-/- 
a] drii;::. o-y.^'a*: tao-ontiro pr^xrosa ^or tlie other :ialf soctlon. 

Aoa-a n: Jy . Sat t:aj tv;o iialvoa of tho conuor ooction upright and choc-. - 
fo:; fit. 7ri:r; of!' jny :TMj{;r oxcfoa: Len^jth at the sido of oacli half aoction 
: // oa:,*- in'j wit:'': a .aaiy-:-r a.aw aloruj a :nark m.ade hy a chalk lino. .Smallor 
['i' AjI'\:.::. of : it can taken caro of witi^ rasp. Strap tho two halve:.: u: 
r.h-.- ta-it^.-r ..••o*tion tocja'tiier ao^curoly with clam[;s or straps. (Tlva 

■: I a i v J 1 r- n t: ; f we I .> c 1 an;[ ^) a c -.i 1 1 t h i nif ■> r ov i sr? d by t y i ng t aje t he r strips o : " old 
irme-r tah^./r:.) Bnlz tovj*:a:hier tiia two lialves of th^e ioaso and center them on 
top of tl";e craiter section by aligning the cutouts in the sweeps. Make sur-; 
th.at thn seariiS of thr.- two se^ctions c^f the base are alignc^d with tiiose (af tlv 
center se-ction. Fasten trie base t(3 tae center section v;ith six 2" No. 1^ 
screws. 1\irn the kiosk over and repeat tho prcx:ess with the cap. Check for 
::at i sf actr:ry disassenibly and reassembly of the two vortical halves. The 
seams Ixjtween a^ach hialf tuhK: will hxacome less noticea'ole when covered v;ith 
2" Kraft package, sealing tape (water tape) and then [XDStod over. 

Painting and Posting 
Painting . Pr iiiie the entire structure with an acrylic, latex, c^r vinyl 
primer; then paint in the d<:a-:ir<:}d colors. We used black for the* base anci 
the overhang of the cap. Tno Ixxly of the kiosk was painted a deep e:e>en. 
v;o decided to identify the structure indirectly as a foreign language 
kiosk — as op^rxDsed to a place for |x:)Sting campus announcements — by decorating 
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til'? ca:j with, the} ul)L'.]uitc)us Cinzano lcx]0. 

Postincj . You can ^xjst materials on the kiosk either by tackincj or by 
'jsincj adhesive:-:. Your o|.)tion.s will deix^nd on what you have uiied as a 
facinq. Tl^iumb tacks and pu.sh pins can Ix; put into lauan [Xlvwcxxl or Upson 
lx)ard, but Masonite is too harci to tac'-. into. Since we built our kiosk with 
a facing of Masonite, we decided to cjo the authentic route with paste, but 
you can also ex^x^r iirtent witli various t\Ye:: of *."louble-stick adhesive. For 
ix:)Stincj with [)aste, you neeci an inex^x^nsive wallpa^.x^r ing kit and some kind 
of surface on which to spread the [)aste on the rosters. Pasting p-^stt.^rs is. 
much easier than wallpa[Xjr ing ixi-cause the individual pieces are so much 
s:nalle>r. Unlike the pro'^' 'ssic:)nal kiosk pa;x.^rers in Kurope, you will Ix:^ 
aiding r)a[xn* 3tc;>cks of varying tiucf.Si^ -:s and d-'Mcacy. Tl^e stiff brashes 
asr.>d fij sinooth out wa Id |.)a[x:}r v/ill s.car thf^ S)hiny, crlay- imprrnjua'^^'d [;a[>'r ijvi 
which full-color magazine ads are printed. Such material is Ix^st smoothed 
out by hand. I>an't too mucis the [x^r fc^ctionist however. Lide has 
recently had th^G op{X)rtunity to observe t^•* work of professionals in Berlin 
and Munich, where the [Xysters tend to blister in the rain and moisture. T^ie 
im;x)rtant thing is to have a colorful and varied display,. 

A final word aU^ut suitable mateT:ials. Obviously, any magazine ads 
should not offensive t.^ women and minorities. Ncu' should they l^e so 
culturally six^cific in their contexts and allusi'.)ns as to ar:):x}ar silly to 
/*\merican viewers. The graphic layout :-;!K:)uld :x* attractive and attention 
getting and s'sould liave some foreign language text. ilie language uoa'x] t 
bv one that is taugrit in a particular program; Italian, Portuguese, Dutch, 
and the Scandinavian languages would all work fine. Ilu-} text, however, 
shoul(i be linguistically simple enough or have enough ccKjnates that tfv": 
viewer with little or r,-> b'.ckground in that Language can understand at least 
part of th.e m.essage. Uappy posting. Foreign language teachers need to 
Ixicome more aware of the [x^tential of exciting visuals. 



